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SARATOGA – After four years of U.S. Air 
Force training as a flight surgeon, Dr. Dean 
Bartholomew, MD, knew exactly what to do 
when responding to an airplane crash.  Only 
it wasn’t an Air Force plane crash that put his 
training to use, it was a small Cessna carrying 
four people back to Oregon after a football 
game in Texas.

And Dr. Bartholomew no longer was an Air 
Force flight surgeon, he was by then the 
town doctor in his hometown of Saratoga, 
and the plane crash occurred not at some air 
base but at Saratoga’s airport, Shively Field, 
less than a mile from his in-laws’ home, 
where he was taking a break from cutting 

wood on Labor Day.
But thanks to quick response by Carbon 
County EMTs and Dr. Bartholomew, the 
county’s only doctor outside of Rawlins, the 
Cessna’s pilot and three passengers all 
survived.  The four people – two couples 
from Eugene, Ore. -- had been in Dallas 
Labor Day weekend for the University of 
Oregon-Louisiana State University football 
game and apparently were stopping in 
Saratoga for fuel on their way home.

“It was actually surreal,” Dr. Bartholomew 
said as he recalled the crash in a recent 
interview.  “To me, it was a much calmer 
scene than some of the scenarios we were 
put through in the Air Force and some of the 
training we did.”

Both Dr. Bartholomew and his wife, Tonya, 
grew up in Saratoga, where his father ran the 
only pharmacy in the Upper North Platte 
Valley and her father owns a construction 
company.  They had a chance to return 
home after Dr. Diane Noton, MD, left the 
Platte Valley Medical Clinic in 2009.

A board-certified family practice physician, 
Dr. Bartholomew, 37, attended Hastings 
College in Nebraska and has his medical 
degree from Creighton University in 
Omaha.  He has help from a physician 
assistant and a nurse practitioner to cover the 
broad expanse of the Upper Platte River 
Valley and eastern Carbon County, and well-
trained emergency responders in valley 
EMTs and firefighters, but it’s still a challenge.

A Labor Day to remember

Dr. Bartholomew was spending a quiet day 
at his in-laws this past Labor Day, cutting 
firewood and then sitting on a deck that 

afforded them a view of part of the Shively 
Field runway, when he and his father-in-law, 
Randy Raymer, noticed a small plane flying 
erratically as it approached the airport from 
the east.

“It just looked odd,” he recalled.  “He would 
crab the airplane to the left and come down 
and almost touch the runway and come 
back up a little bit and come back down, and 
my father-in-law, who used to be a pilot, 
commented, ‘Well, that just looks strange.”

The plane continued down the runway until 
it was out of sight, and Dr. Bartholomew said 
he didn’t think much more about it until a 
few minutes later, when his ambulance pager 
went off calling for EMS response to a crash 
at the airport.

“I saw the sheriff ’s officer go by the house, 
so I jumped in my truck and got out there 
about the same time as the sheriff ’s officer,” 
he recalled.  “The airplane had gone over the 
end of the runway and bounced off a county 
road before landing on its top down a 
60-foot embankment.

“There were three people standing or sitting 
outside the airplane, so I walked down and 
did a quick triage.  The first three people 
were able to answer quick questions,” he 
said, but he soon discovered a fourth victim 
inside the airplane.

“There was an elderly gentleman lying on 
his back inside the cockpit, and he was in 
really rough shape, he was unconscious and 
really having difficulty breathing, there were 
blood and teeth and other matter inside his 
mouth.  He had an oxygen hose, so he had 
been wearing oxygen when they had been 
flying,” but the oxygen source was nowhere 
to be found.

EMTs reach scene

“Fortunately, EMTs arrived shortly after we 
did, so the three EMTs were able to work on 
the three others while I worked on the 
gentleman in the airplane,” Dr. Bartholomew 
continued.  “So we got things going.  The 
ambulance arrived with some airway 
supplies, so I was able to help partially secure 
this guy’s airway with a nasal trumpet.  I 
didn’t want to have to intubate him there, 
and luckily I was able to get his oxygen up 
with just the nasal trumpet.  He actually 
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“In rural Wyoming, when we have trauma, usually time is not our friend.” – Dr. Dean Bartholomew, MD

woke up a little bit and was a little combative 
when he woke up, but he settled down.  By 
that time, we had the fire truck there and 
two ambulances.  The sheriff ’s officer asked 
if we needed a Life Flight, and I said 
‘definitely,’ so we got a helicopter to come 
out of Casper, and we were able to get the 
gentleman stabilized on a backboard and 
pulled out of the wreckage.

“At that point, we got the other three 
passengers up and sent to Rawlins,” he said.  
“We did end up sending our most critical 
patient in the ambulance to the (other) end 
of the runway.  It had to travel back through 
town to the tarmac and wait for the 
helicopter, and we were able to get the most 
critical gentleman loaded on the helicopter 
and the flight nurses took over.  They did 
intubate him at that point, in a much more 
controlled environment.”

The pilot and two passengers who were less 
critically injured were transported to the 
Rawlins hospital but later were transferred 

to the Medical Center of the Rockies in 
Loveland.

“The gentleman we airlifted up to Casper 
was there for approximately six hours, and 
they found he had multiple internal injuries, 
so they LifeFlighted him from Casper down 
to Medical Center of the Rockies as well.  
Long story short, he actually did pretty well, 

and all four of them made it through,” Dr. 
Bartholomew said.

Things worked out well.

Dr. Bartholomew said he didn’t really have a 
chance to reflect on the experience until the 
patients were on their way to hospitals and 
he returned to the crash site to clean up the 
site.  “That was when I reflected on how well 
things went,” he said.  “We were able to 
control the scene, and we had enough EMTs 
so there was an EMT to each patient.  There 
were numerous occasions that we had 
practiced that in the Air Force, being able to 
set up command of a scene and check for 
fuel leakages and fire risks.  Again, it was just 
kind of surreal and I was just thankful that 
things worked out the way they had.

“This was just one of those circumstances 
where people were at the right place at the 
right time,” he added, explaining that the 
crash happened at the airport, just south of 
town, and it was late in the afternoon on 

Labor Day, so a lot of EMTs and firefighters 
were back in town after the long holiday 
weekend.

“There was quick response, and I think we 
definitely can say at least one life was saved, 
so we’re just very fortunate the way things 
worked out,” he said.

Dr. Bartholomew agreed that treating the 
injured might have been easier in a controlled 
setting like the clinic, but practicing trauma 
medicine in rural Wyoming settings often 
doesn’t allow that.

“Out here  in rural Wyoming, when we have 
trauma, usually time is not our friend,” he 
observed.  “Trauma and time  do not go 
together very well out here.  
 
“Being where we’re at, we do work closely 
with the fire rescue teams,” he added.  “We 
have to do far more typically than a doctor 
in the city would do, so we do pay attention 
to the ambulance calls, and there have been 
times when we do go out to people’s houses 
to help.  We have a volunteer EMT service 
here, and they’re awesome and they’re great, 
but if we can help out in any way from the 
clinic, we will help for sure.”

Making a difference

“I guess my philosophy is until the patient 

hits the ER door, they’re still my 
responsibility,” he said, explaining that he, his 
physician assistant and the nurse practitioner 
all have experience that can be valuable in 
emergency responses.
“
I don’t want to put our EMTs in a bad 
situation where they have to deal with 
somebody with a difficult airway or 

Dr. Bartholomew at plane crashViews of plane crash
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While Dr. Iverson and Dr. Deiss are both 
quick to point out they sometimes wish they 
could provide more than acute healthcare for 
their patients in Honduras, they reflect fondly 
on their experiences in Agua Salada and both 
are eager to return.  They say a trip to Agua 
Salada is good for the soul and both used the 
words, “renews you as a physician,” to 
describe the experience.  

“It renews your belief  in helping people,” 
says Iverson. “I think we can learn a lot from 
other cultures.”

Dr. Deiss says after camping in Agua Salada 
for a week, he feels almost guilty to do things 
like enjoy a soft bed or warm shower.  “I 
spend a couple weeks when I get back saying, 

‘All of  this that I am used to seems so 
decadent, so foolish.’  It takes me a couple 
of  weeks to get used to all of  these things 
that I have.”

Future healthcare in Agua Salada

Currently a school, a Catholic church and a 
series of  small huts and homes make up  
Agua Salada, but the Shoulder-to-Shoulder 
and University of  Wyoming Health effort 
will increase that number by one. 

Thanks to a partnership between Shoulder-
to-Shoulder, UW and Engineers without 
Borders,  Agua Salada will soon have a 
healthcare building with a health worker. 
While the clinic’s worker won’t treat patients, 
it will be something of  an informational 

triage for those in the community, directing 
them to proper medical facilities in the 
region. When it is finished, the facility will 
house the UW medical effort when brigades 
travel to Honduras. 

“The brigades in the past were just giving 
acute care.  We’ll still be doing some of  that, 
but we want to have an ongoing ability to 
have healthcare,” Deiss said.

For more information on the  
Agua Salada clinic, see the website:  
www.clinicadaaguasaladada.org.  

For more information about this project go 
the the UW website:www.uwyo.edu/
nursing/honduras/index.html. WM
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something like that,” he said.  “There’s no 
reason they should be put in that situation 
where they have to deal with that for 40 
miles to Rawlins.  That’s just my philosophy.”

In fact, when a patient has a life-
threatening medical condition, it’s not 
unusual for Dr. Bartholomew or the PA 
or nurse practitioner to ride along in the 
ambulance to help.

The doctor noted that Upper North 
Platte Valley EMTs had already been 
shaken by four drownings that virtually 
wiped out a Colorado family and several 

other tough cases over the summer, so it 
was nice to be able to save lives in the 
Labor Day plane crash.

Shortly after the plane crash, Dr. 
Bartholomew emailed friends and relatives 
about the incident, with high praise for the 
first-responders.  “This summer has just 
been a horrible summer for accidents and 
deaths in the valley, and I am so proud of our 
EMTs, firefighters, officers, and other first 
responders who have made such a difference 
this summer...and for sure made a big 
difference for these four.”

cont’d from page 9...
One day in country doctor’s life 

Such is the life of a country doctor in 
Wyoming, and Dr. Bartholomew wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

“In a city, being a physician can be a job, 
where you go about your business and 
people on the street may not recognize you.  
That was the case when I was in Cheyenne,” 
he said.  “Out here, it’s your lifestyle, it’s who 
you are, and we knew that coming back.  You 
are ‘Doc’ 24 hours a day, that’s who you are, 
and that’s what people expect you to be.”  
WM

cont’d from page 11...

 UW brings healthcare to Honduras by the brigade
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